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NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 
Virtual Day 1 & 2 / In-person Day 3 

August 23 - 25, 2021  
                                 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 23, 2021 (VIRTUAL ZOOM) 
 
9:00 am    INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME  

● Eric Duarte-McDermott, Assistant Dean for 
Admissions and Program Relations 

 
9:10 am                                     INTRODUCTION TO THE DAVENPORT INSTITUTE   

● Maureen Tobin, Executive Director 
 

9:20 am   WELCOME FROM ADVANCEMENT 
● Matt Cutler, Director of Development  

 
9:25 am   ECONOMICS OVERVIEW 

● Dr. Prieger, Professor of Economics and Public 
Policy 

 
9:35 am   MPP 608 & MPP 699 OVERVIEW 

● Kirsten Vassie, Program Services Manager for 
Professional Development & Alumni Affairs 

 
9:50 am   BREAK 
                                
10:00 am   CAMPUS LIBRARY 

● Erik Helton, Evening Public Services Supervisor  
 

10:10 am   COUNSELING CENTER 
● Nivla Fitzpatrick, Director, Counseling Center 

 
10:30 am   PUBLIC SAFETY & RISK MANAGEMENT  

● Mark Lauren, Lieutenant, Public Safety 
● Jon Weber, Director, Emergency Services  

 
11:00 am   INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES  

● Jordan Lott, Manager, Technology Training 
1:30 pm 
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12:00 pm   STUDENT EMPLOYMENT Q&A 

● Tess Marme, Professional Development & 
Community Partners Manager, Student Employment 

 
12:20 pm   REMINDERS FOR AUGUST 24, 2021 

● Christopher (CJ) Jones, Director of Program Services 
and Admissions 

● NSO Day 1 concludes for domestic students 
 
12:30 pm   BREAK 
 
1:00 pm    (For International Students ONLY) 
                                                      INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SERVICES 

● Judy Lee, Associate Director,  Office of International 
Student Services  

● Please note: this session is only for I-20 visa students  
 
2:00 pm     CULTURE AND ADJUSTMENT   

● Sharon Wakio, Assistant Director of Residence Life 
for International Students 

 
3:00 pm   REMINDERS FOR AUGUST 24, 2021 

● Christopher (CJ) Jones, Director of Program Services 
and Admissions 

● NSO Day 1 concludes for international students  
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2021 (VIRTUAL ZOOM)  
 
9:00 am    INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME  

● Pete Peterson, Dean and Braun Family Dean’s Chair, 
Sr. Fellow, Davenport Institute for Public 
Engagement 

 
10:00 am   BREAK 
 
10:10 am   TITLE IX 

● La Shonda Coleman, Associate Vice President and 
University Title IX Coordinator 

 
11:00 am   ACADEMIC AND PROGRAM ADVISING 

● Christopher (CJ) Jones, Director of Program Services 
and Admissions 

                   S                                        
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11:45 am   CONCLUSION AND REMINDERS 

● Christopher (CJ) Jones, Director of Program Services 
and Admissions 

o Day 3 In Person Reminder, First day of class, 
transcripts, student organizations 

 
12:00 pm   BREAK 
 
2:00 pm   REAGAN LIBRARY VIRTUAL SIMULATION   

● Carol Cohea, Public Programs & Situation Room 
Experience Manager, Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Library and Museum  

 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2021 (IN PERSON; DRESCHER CAMPUS)  

 
9:30 am   CHECK-IN’s (Gull’s Way Patio, Lower Level)   

    Alpha Order LAST NAME: A- N  
 

9:45 am   CHECK-IN’s (Gull’s Way Patio, Lower Level)   

    Alpha Order LAST NAME: O- Z  

 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm WELCOME FAIR WITH STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS, 
    DEAN’S OFFICE, AND DAVENPORT INSTITUTE  

● Association of Environmental Professionals (AEP) 
o Sarah Velasquez 

o Jacob DePeralta 

o Naomi Newman 

o Tyler Wiley 

● Christianity and Public Policy (CPP) 
o Jackson Grasz 

● Conservatives of Public Policy (CoPP) 
o Renee Jackson 

o Sara Garfinkle 

o Quinn Schurig 

● International City/County Management Association 
(ICMA)  

o Leslie Rodriguez 

o Rosemary Gutierrez  
● Pepperdine Policy Review (PPR) 

o Jackson Grasz 

o Jordan Parrish 

● Politics in Public Policy (PiPP) 
o Sara Velasquez 

o Jacob DePeralta  

https://publicpolicy.pepperdine.edu/academics/research/policy-review/
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10:30 am                                   DRESCHER CAMPUS WALKING TOURS  
Sign-up for a 15 minute easy-walking tour 
See the School of Public Policy, Classrooms, Library, Common 
Areas, Cafeteria, & Villa. 

 
10:45 am   DRESCHER CAMPUS WALKING TOURS  

Sign-up for a 15 minute easy-walking tour 
See the School of Public Policy, Classrooms, Library, Common 
Areas, Cafeteria, & Villa. 

 
11:00 am    DRESCHER CAMPUS WALKING TOURS  

Sign-up for a 15 minute easy-walking tour 
See the School of Public Policy, Classrooms, Library, Common 
Areas, Cafeteria, & Villa. 

 
11:15 am                                   DRESCHER CAMPUS WALKING TOURS  

Sign-up for a 15 minute easy-walking tour 
See the School of Public Policy, Classrooms, Library, Common 
Areas, Cafeteria, & Villa. 

 
12:00 pm   WELCOME LUNCH EXECUTIVE CENTER VILLA 

● Christopher (CJ) Jones, Director of Program Services 
and Admissions 

   
12:10 pm   STUDENT ORGANIZATION INTRODUCTIONS 

● Melissa Espinoza, Assistant Director of Engagement 
and Programs  

● Student Organization Leaders  
 

1:30 pm   ADJOURNMENT & STUDENT REMINDERS 
● Christopher (CJ) Jones, Director of Program Services 

and Admissions  
 

NSO 2021 CONCLUDES! 
 

 Welcome #WaveMakers 
 

 


